The Existence of Field Corn Networks on the Thailand-Burma Border under the Patron-Client Contract Farming System by Kettawa Boonprakarn et al.
The Existence of Field Corn Networks on the Thailand-Burma Border under
the Patron-Client Contract Farming System
Authors : Kettawa Boonprakarn, Jedsarid Sangkaphan, Bejapornd Deekhuntod, Nuntharat Suriyo
Abstract : This study aimed to investigate the existence of field corn networks on the Thailand-Burma border under the
patron-client contract farming system. The data of this qualitative study were collected through in-depth interviews with nine
key informants. The results of the study revealed that the existence of the field corn networks was associated with the
relationship where farmers had to share their crops with protectors in the areas under the influence of the KNU (Karen
National Union) and the DKBA (Democratic Karen Buddhist Army) or Burmese soldiers. A Mae Liang, the person who starts a
network has a connection with a Thaokae, Luk Rai Hua Chai or the head of a group of farmers, and farmers. They are under the
patron-client system with trust and loyalty that enable the head of the group and the farmers in the Burma border side to
remain under the same Mae Liang even though the business has been passed down to later generations.
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